
DORCAS – a true miracle  Reading: Acts 9 

Introduction 

The story of Dorcas is stunning. It is a wonderful example of gratitude for what God did for her: a lesson 
for us all. Dorcas was an ‘everyday-type’ of person not a great leader, pastor or prophet. Yet, in her story, 
we see she was not too unimportant for God and the result is she is commended for her charitable actions 
in helping others to know Jesus. She made the most of her remaining time of living. 

Who was Dorcas?  

Dorcas lived in the town of Joppa, a city on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Dorcas was also called 
Tabitha. (Dorcas is a Greek name meaning “gazelle,” and Tabithais is the Aramaic equivalent). 

The story of Dorcas in Acts 9 is notable because Peter raised her back to life after she had died. Read 
that line again!   

Dorcas was known for her good works and acts of love for the poor (Acts 9 v36); she was much loved in 
the church community of Joppa. When she became ill and died, the believers who knew Dorcas, heard 
that Peter was in the nearby town of Lydda, and they sent for him. Isn’t it wonderful to have friends 
whose faith is strong enough to trust God to help in difficult times?  

What does the example of Dorcas teach us today? 

Dorcas is described not merely as a believer but as a disciple (Acts 9 v36). A disciple is a follower of Jesus 
regardless of gender or ethnicity. Initial reference to Dorcas is that she is a Christian. She is not a Christian 
because of her own efforts and good works rather she is a believer who expressed her faith through her 
good works and charitable actions. We do not earn eternal life, it is God’s gift to each of us. Sometimes 
we can get too involved in what we do for the Lord and the church when faith and trust in the Lord should 
be at the forefront. Do not neglect daily Bible reading and prayer in your private life. 

What are good works?  

Dorcas used her needles for God and is remembered for it. It does not indicate that this is what every 
Christian woman should do! It makes each of us to ask: where do my abilities lie? what talents or gifts do 
I have? Am I using them for God’s work?  

If we explore this further, we can recognise that we are all different in the gifts we possess. Dorcas was 
making garments for other people to wear. I suspect she was a humble lady and yet others loved her 
because she was a lovely caring person. When she died, they were saddened and yet it brought out their 
own faith in God to act. They called in Peter who was nearby, not on the off-chance but because they 
believed that Jesus Christ could work a miracle through Peter. Their faith was tested to the limit. That is 
quite a challenge for us also: how does our faith find expression? 

In God’s Service 

Have you witnessed or experienced a miracle? (Do you believe miracles happen?) The story of Dorcas 
enables us to discern that God has a purpose in life for each of us. We each have gifts to use for God.   

Yes, we are the miracles in that God has saved us through the work of Jesus on the Cross. Is it possible to 
thank God enough? How can this debt be re-paid? Our desire and prayer should be that our lives will be 
used by Christ to bring many other people to the understanding and knowledge of Christ’s love. Do not 
keep God’s love as exclusively yours.  

Prayer: Father God, Jesus, Holy Spirit,  

Thank you for taking an interest in the lives of each one of us. Your care and love are 
wonderful. Please help me to use the gifts you have given me. Please show me the best 
way to share your love with others.  

Amen. 



 


