
CALEB – no problems only solutions  Readings: Numbers 13, 14, 15 and Joshua 15 

Introduction 

A typical question in a Bible quiz might be: which two spies gave a positive response after spying in the 
Promised Land – one was Joshua, who was the other? Most of us would probably know the answer is Caleb. 
Yet there is far more to this man than being a good spy! The name Caleb in Hebrew means ‘bold’ or 
‘impetuous’. 

What does the Bible say about Caleb? 

He lived at a time (around 1200 BCE) when the Hebrew people were homeless. The Exodus from Egypt had 
taken place and the people were homeless refugees for forty years. In Exodus 3 v8, God had promised that 
they would go to a land ‘flowing with milk and honey’ – surely a better lifestyle than slavery in Egypt.  
Before they could enter this land, which is the area that is called Israel today, Moses sent a reconnaissance 
party (12 spies) to decide how and when they would occupy the land. The majority report was ‘yes it’s a 
great place to live, but the Canaanite people are bigger than us!’ (Numbers 13 v23-33).  

It is here that Caleb emerges and reminds the people of God’s promise that they should not delay, trust in 
God’s promises and proceed. Whilst everyone else delayed, only Joshua and Caleb are allowed by God to 
enter this land. All others will perish. Forty-five years later, at the age of 85, Caleb fought against the 
Anakim (the giant peoples) and his faith in God is justified (Joshua 15 v13-14). He fought many battles in 
order to occupy the territory, settling tribal areas and looking after his family.  

What can we learn from Caleb? 

1. That the majority may not be right. This did not occur in Caleb’s experience though here was a man 
who stood out in the crowd and demonstrated he was following God’s plans not the majority 
opinion. 

2. We must be ready to be different. The Christian life is never an easy one. If you are comfortable and 
don’t feel like being challenged, spend time with the Lord to ask why? 

3. Sometimes we will have to stand alone fighting for our Christian beliefs. There will be times when we 
have to resist Satan and the evils of this world. This is exactly what Caleb and Joshua experienced when 
they delivered their report to the Israelites.  It is worth noting that all 12 spies were given the same 
mission, they shared a common experience, yet their reports conflicted with each other. Caleb is 
commended in Numbers 14 v24 as having ‘a different spirit and followed God fully’. Wow, isn’t that 
amazing? Never compromise in working for the Lord. In reality, in those moments we are actually not 
alone, His Spirit is with us. 

4. Caleb used the eyes of faith. When others only saw secure cities and ‘giants’, they went back 
discouraged, depressed and without any hope. Yes, they saw the problems, but Caleb saw the solution 
which lay in God’s hands. Here, Paul’s comment in 2 Corinthians is most apt: ‘For we walk by Faith, not 
by sight’. 

5. A final point is that we need to be patient with God’s promises. It would appear that Caleb waited 
45 years for God’s promise to be fulfilled (Joshua 14 v10).  Joshua and Caleb entered the ‘Promised 
Land’, the only ones to survive the desert journey from Egypt.  

Summary 

So, Caleb’s life revolved around his dedication to living under God’s directing. He was not perfect just like 
any of us, but he made it a point that he would follow God fully committed. Caleb will be remembered as 
the mighty warrior who followed God fully and was subsequently blessed by God. Most importantly, his 
life demonstrated that God’s way truly works and, as Christians, we must also realise these lessons and 
apply them in our lives. 

‘If God be for us, who can be against us’ 

Prayer: Father God,  

Thank you for giving us examples of those who followed you fully come what may. Please 
gives us the eyes of faith so that all our hope is in you and we learn patiently to love you 
more.  

Amen  


