
 

 
 

The latest lockdown restrictions mean that the church will only be open for private prayer for the 
foreseeable future – please keep an eye on the fortnightly newsletters for more information. 

We are grateful to David who continues to provide our study notes to give us an insight to the 
Prophets of the Old Testament.  Please use these notes whilst we are unable to meet.   

 

Study Notes for Sunday 8th November 2020 

The Prophet Daniel   

Reading:    First six chapters if possible, or the passages below 

Introduction 

When I was a child we used to sing a chorus, ‘Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone! Dare to have a 

purpose firm, Dare to make it known.’  Additionally, I remember several stories often told to children, 

‘Daniel and the Lion’s Den’, ‘Daniel and the fiery furnace’, the ‘writing on the wall’. Today we will 

consider why Daniel is one of the most well-known prophets, along with Jonah. Yet Daniel is far more 

than a good children’s story. 

The context of the book is during the Exile under the control of the Babylonians and, after the writing 

on the wall, the Persian Empire. Most scholars would say it was written later but for us it is the events 

in the book that are of most interest.  

Structure of the Book: there are two main sections 

Chapters 1-6: describe the experience of Daniel and his three companions under the Babylonian Kings 

Nebuchadnezzar (1-4) and Belshazzar and king Darius the ‘Persian’. 

Chapters 7-12 contain a series of visions which form part of the apocalyptic literature in the Bible (as 

Revelation in the NT). We will not be exploring the 166 predictive messages about the last days which 

some would claim has already been fulfilled, others that we are living in the last days, whilst yet others 

claim it is still in the future! As Jesus instructs – stay alert!  

[The NT in Mark 13 v14 refers to the ‘Abomination of Desolation’ which is first found in Daniel, but also 

note that Daniel uses the term ‘Son of Man’ and develops the concept of ‘resurrection from the dead’ 

in chapter 12 v2]. 

Outline of Chapters 1-6 these are narratives: 

Chapter 1 could be a case for being vegetarian: Chapter 2 - a dream of a challenge, giving thanks to 

God: Chapter 3 - when men take the place of God, the furnace awaits, God helps. Chapter 4 - pride 

comes before a fall! Chapter 5 - Belshazzar sees the writing on the wall, Darius takes over. Chapter 6 - 

false accusations put Daniel in the lion’s den. An injustice unfolds. 

What is the relevance of Daniel for us? 

The fiery furnace (chapter 3) – We are introduced to Daniel and his companions in chapter 1. Each is 

given a Babylonian name. Chapter 3 tells us about Nebuchadnezzar creating a massive statue to which 

all must bow when the music stops. The companions are faithful to God and will not do so, resulting in 

them being thrown into a furnace (note: this does not include Daniel!). Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego miraculously survive unharmed and the king was astonished and worshipped God! 



 

 
 

There are many Christians today facing death rather than anything else. Take a moment to pray for 

them. On-line or in the foyer of the church, look at the work done by CSW (Christian Solidarity 

Worldwide). 

Many years ago, whilst a student, I had a job working in an alloy factory. I had to put the alloy into the 

furnace. All the dross or rubbish floated to the top and the alloy that came out was a pure silver colour. 

Many metals are subject to a similar process. The idea of a furnace and purifying comes out clearly in 

the Bible and Christian teaching: (eg Isaiah 1 v25; 2 Timothy 2 v21).  As Christians we need to be 

constantly purified and maintain our closeness to God. 

The Lion’s Den (chapter 6) - this is also a most dramatic story.  A man who discovers that loyalty to 

God will be rewarded by a God who watches over those who put their trust in Him. The Jews at this 

period and subsequently have found the need for faithfulness to God in the most terrible 

circumstances. Jesus, in the gospels is recorded finding He had a difficult task knowing the significance 

of the death that faced Him. Yet such was His love for us that He trusted in God’s purpose to save 

humanity. Daniel is a superb example and encouragement that whatever befalls us God is with us 

watching over us and protecting us. 

The Writing on the Wall (chapter 5 v5-9, v24-30) – this account has been passed down in history and is 

fundamental to any valid legal system. To be weighed and found wanting deserves punishment. This is 

quite a solemn warning to us all and also a challenge. We will face God’s judgment when we meet Him. 

We should be thanking and praising Jesus that through His actions on the Cross we are freed from the 

punishment that our sins deserve whether word, thought or deed. 

Prayer 

Thank you, Father for your love to us when we do not really deserve it.  
Thank you, Jesus, for dying for me so that my sins could be pardoned.  
Thank you, Holy Spirit, for being close to me at all times.  
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Study Notes for Sunday 15th November 2020 

The Prophet Haggai  (520 BCE) 

Reading:    Haggai, Matthew 6 v25-34 

Introduction 

Haggai and Zechariah both prophesied at the same period in 520BC. Whilst Haggai is very short, 

recording only five prophesies in three months, Zechariah was prophesying for about two years. Their 

message contrasts strongly with the earlier doom and gloom of earlier prophets. In the post-exilic 

time, they were far more comforting and encouraging. Both were based in Jerusalem and both date 

their prophesies. It is to be noted that in the 38 verses in Haggai, the phrase ‘thus says the Lord’ occurs 

26 times. 

Context 

King Cyrus from Persia conquered Babylon in 538BCE and he was prepared to let exiles to return to 

their homelands, with the requirement that they must build a temple to their God. The Diaspora had 

meant many Jews had changed their occupations and they were now merchants in Babylon (on a busy 

trade route) and wanted to stay there. However about 50,000 Jews took the opportunity to return to 

Israel and rebuild the Temple and its role. Two key leaders were Joshua the High Priest and Zerubbabel 

(descendant of David and of royal lineage). As two out of every 15 who returned were Levites (priests), 

religious developments were rapid. 

Key messages 

V1-11  

The people are told to compare their houses with that of the Lord’s (the Temple was in ruins). The key 

message applies today do not neglect God, and He will not neglect you. The path of obedience is to 

rebuild the Temple. God will help and they will be blessed. 

V12-15  

Note that, within 3½ weeks, builders and materials were organised! Wow! These people mean 

business! 

Chapter 2 v1-9 

27 days later, the rebuilding of the Temple is underway. Haggai assures Zerubbabel and Joshua that 

God is present; His Spirit is among them. He will shake the nations and fill His house with glory. The 

later splendour will be greater than the former. Pray that this may be Earlsfield Baptist Church in the 

very near future. 

It is interesting how criticism begins to emerge with the rebuilding – this Temple does not compare 

with Solomon’s. God through Haggai gives reassurance. Three times God says’ be strong’ and ‘don’t 

fear’. God makes a promise for all time ‘I am with you; my Spirit remains with you’. We need to grasp 

this truth and claim it for ourselves. 

  



 

 
 

Chapter 2 v10-19 

Two months later the people are in trouble! There is no rain as December came which indicated a poor 

harvest would follow. Pawson comments helpfully ‘Life is not about staying alive or making a living, but 

about right living and living for God’. 

Haggai for us today 

Basically Haggai teaches us to be united together in our love of Jesus; to recognise that God is with us 

and to be faithful to His promises; that we should be in step with God’s Spirit and allow His guiding 

power.  

Jesus taught a similar message in Matthew 6 v25-34. 

‘Do not be anxious….is not life more than food…. Look at the birds of the air……Therefore do not be 

anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day’s own trouble be 

sufficient for the day’. 

Conclude this session by quietly reading Psalm 33, then  

Say this prayer 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

I thank you for your love and care in so many ways some of which I cannot see. I trust you and want to 

love you better.  

Let your steadfast love be upon me even as I hope in you. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 


