
Parables in the Bible – Initial thoughts 

Introduction 

This is a new series of notes for Sundays. The theme is on parables in the Bible. They occur in the Old 
Testament as well as the New Testament. 

The Hebrew term used is mashal which is used in three ways: similitude (comparison), parable or 
proverb. The Greek term in the New Testament is parabole, also meaning similitude or parable. 

The Oxford Dictionary defines parable as ‘a narrative of imagined events used to illustrate a moral or 
spiritual lesson’. When allegories are used, every detail has a meaning but, in the Bible parables, it 
tends to be one, or very few points of comparison. The term parable means something thrown beside 
something else. For example, Hebrews 11 illustrates ‘faith’ illustrating it with reference the faith of 
Old Testament individuals both men and women. 

Use of parables is an ancient teaching method found both in the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. There are at least 28 parables in the Old Testament and 46 parables associated with 
Jesus! The purpose of parables was to enable a person to think for themselves and discover the truth 
for themselves.  

I think we can say that this introduction is somewhat confusing in the sheer scale and numbers of 
parables in the Bible. Protestant Bibles do not tend to include the Apocrypha but I will leave you with 
only two sayings from the book of Syrach: 

‘Be willing to hear every godly discourse; and let not the parables of understanding escape thee’. 
(Chapter 6 v35). ‘A cheerful countenance is a token of a heart that is in prosperity; and the finding 
out of parables is a wearisome labour of the mind’. (Chapter 13 v26).  

Our task in future weeks is to select some parables and see what we can learn and apply in our lives, 
without it become wearisome!  

 

Reading: Hebrews 11    Faith in Action seen as a parable 

What can we learn from this chapter?  

The writer to the Hebrews uses these significant names as parables of living faith. Some are easy to 
understand, others are more difficult. How would you explain terms like Faith, Hope and Love to 
someone who asked you? Would you use people as examples to make your point? Or would you 
struggle if you did not? Faith, hope and love become very abstract when not linked to human 
experience: 

Cain and Abel v4   (Genesis 4 v1-15) 

Enoch v5    (Genesis 5 v24) 

Noah v7    (Genesis 6-8) 

Abraham v8    (Genesis 12 v1ff) 

Sarah v11    (Genesis 17 v15-22; 18 v 9-15; 21 v 1-18) 

Isaac v17    (Genesis 27 v28 -29; v39 – 40) 

Jacob v20    “ 

Joseph v22    “ 



Moses v23    (Exodus 2 v1-14; Exodus 14) 

Rahab (not Joshua!) v31  (Joshua 2 v1-21; Joshua 6 v1-20; v25) 

Gideon v32    (Judges 6-7)   

Barak     (Judges 4-5)    

Samson    (Judges 13-16)  

Jepthah    (Judges 11-12)   

David and Samuel    (1 Samuel 1) 

Prophets v32    (Elijah - 1 Kings 17 v7; Elisha - 2 Kings 4 v 8ff;  

Zechariah - 2 Chronicles 24 v20-22) 

Unnamed women v35    

Others v26 

How can this be of relevance to us today? 

Where do we stand in comparison?  (consider Esau in Hebrews 12 v16) Are we going anywhere in 
our faith? At the end of each day ask yourself, ‘Am I any further on?’ 

‘Without faith, we cannot be saved’ says Paul. In Ephesians 2 v8, salvation is God’s gift to us. He 
gives us faith, salvation is His gift, we cannot earn it. Thank God for his love for you. 

 In Hebrews 11 v1 ‘faith is assurance of things hoped for’. The list of names in Hebrews indicates 
faith can be hard work! Satan attempts to distract us as much as possible. There is a requirement 
for us as Christians to remain faithful to Him who loved us unto death to secure our future with God 
in heaven. 

 

Prayer 

Father God, we look to you with faith.  

Open our eyes to see you at work in our life and the lives of others, help us to thank Jesus for His 
love for us and ask God’s Spirit to keep you close.  

Amen.   


