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 Tuesday 12th January 2021 

To all members of the congregation of Earlsfield Baptist Church 

Dear Friends 

We held our first service by Zoom last Sunday (10th January) – over 20 members of our congregation joined 
this time of worship, together with 8 of our young people.  It was great to see all the smiling faces (even the 
smiles of two young ladies with missing teeth!) and to catch up with each other’s news.  The service was a 
real boost – a ‘feeling of belonging’ – to our own church family and to the bigger family of God.  We were 
reminded of God’s faithfulness to us through the covenant he made with Noah as we considered the 
rainbow and how it is currently being used as a sign of thanks to the NHS and a sign of hope for the future. 

Talking of the NHS … we never know where our lives will lead us or what influence we have on the lives of 
those we meet day by day.  This fact hit me last night as I watched News at 10.  The report on the virus came 
from Croydon University Hospital and there, on the screen, was “Dr Yogini Raste, Consultant”.  Yogini, with 
her sisters Devyani and Shalini, were members of the Croydon Girls’ Brigade Company I worked with some 
years ago.  I have fond memories of those years at both company meetings and at camps.  Devyani and 
another girl in the older section were physically disabled which made the club swinging badge rather 
challenging as we had to duck to avoid clubs flying through the air – fortunately no limbs or windows were 
broken!   Yogini and Shalini went on to Cambridge University studying medicine and languages respectively 
and now Yogini is a Consultant specialising in respiratory conditions working to save victims of the pandemic 
– who would have thought it?  We have kept in touch over the years and we exchanged brief texts last night 
after the programme.  I felt very proud of her and was glad that she and her sisters spent their early years in 
Girls’ Brigade learning about Jesus as well as other life skills (perhaps club swinging was an exception!). 

So, I wonder, how do our actions affect our young people?  Are we good examples to them?  What does the 
future hold for them?   Just as it is important to keep in touch with each other, it is important to include our 
children and young people in all we do and to ensure that they, too, have that ‘feeling of belonging’ – 
knowing God’s love and guidance in their lives – they can only learn of this through us, their church family, 
and through others who offer them spiritual guidance.  Please continue to keep ALL members of our 
congregation in your prayers. 

From Amelie: 

I miss going to Church... 

I miss the services because I love learning about Jesus and God. 

I miss songs because they remind me of happy memories at church. 

I miss listening to people reading the Bible because I love knowing about what Jesus did. 

I miss when we all gather together to drink tea and eat biscuits and chat to each other.   

Out of the mouths of babes …….    

In Christian Love, 

Julie 

Study notes    

Two sets of study notes are attached continuing our series of “Heroes and Heroines of the New 
Testament”.  



 

  

NEWS 

Church Services 

Whilst we remain in Tier 4, our church building will be closed and St Andrew’s Church will also be closed.  
We will continue to hold weekly services by Zoom on Sundays at 11.00 am.  It is helpful to download the 
free Zoom app onto your laptop or device so that you can access the service easily.  For those without 
access to the internet, it is possible to join the services by phone and those who joined in this way last 
Sunday said how easy it was – they could hear the whole service.  

Everyone is welcome to join these weekly services – the log-in details remain the same and a reminder will 
be sent by email each week.  Log-in details are set out below: 

• Join Zoom Meeting from computer or device 
o https://zoom.us/j/98894345143?pwd=eUdkNWJFakl2Q044V1JBZEdrMFh1dz09 
o Meeting ID: 988 9434 5143 
o Passcode: 769098 

 

• Dial in using mobile phone 
o +442034815237,,98894345143#,,,,*769098# United Kingdom  
o +442034815240,,98894345143#,,,,*769098# United Kingdom 

 

• Dial in from landline phone – standard rates apply 
o 020 8080 6591    or    020 8080 6592  

▪ After dialling in, you will be requested for the following: 

• Meeting number: 988 9434 5143 (plus '#')  

• Participant number: this can be bypassed with '#' 

• Passcode: 769098 (plus '#') 

News of the Fellowship 

It is with sadness that we record the homecall of our member, Joyce Blackman, on Sunday 3rd January.  A 
Church Member since July 2009, Joyce always had a ready smile and a kind word for everyone she met.  
She was a member of our Over 60s Club and a generous supporter of the Earlsfield Foodbank and 
Nightwatch; she held regular Bible study meetings at her home.  Joyce will be much missed by her large, 
loving family and by all her friends and neighbours.  Gavin will conduct her funeral service on Monday, 
25th January at 10.45 am at Putney Value, only immediate family are able to attend.  We thank God that 
our lives have been blessed by knowing Joyce and would ask that you keep her family in your prayers. 

    

 
          

PRAYERS 

We continue to ask you to stop for a short time at 5.00 pm on Sundays to pray for yourself, your loved 
ones and your church family.    

Please continue to pray for all members of our congregation, our local community, our country and for 
members of God’s family around the world.  Pray for those in the care sector and medical professions and 
all those who are key workers as they continue working to keep our lives as ‘normal’ as possible.  Pray for 
those giving the new vaccine to the more vulnerable groups and for the expansion of the vaccination 
programme throughout the UK and in other parts of the world.  Thank God for the progress they are 
making and for the hope this gives us. 

 

Mission Focus for January:  Mission Aviation Fellowship 
Communion service: Sunday, 17th January 2021 at 11.00 am 
Please have a biscuit or small piece of bread and a small drink ready. 
If you are able, please keep your Communion gift until we can meet again. 

https://zoom.us/j/98894345143?pwd=eUdkNWJFakl2Q044V1JBZEdrMFh1dz09

