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Tuesday 3rd November 2020 

To all members of the congregation of Earlsfield Baptist Church 

Dear Friends 

As many of you will appreciate, it has been a very busy time for the Deacons since the beginning of the 
March lockdown particularly as this coincided with the departure of Gavin from our church’s ministry. 

Foremost, we were blessed to be allowed to return to church for personal prayer initially and later to be 
able to hold services during the last few months.  To make this happen, we have been reading 
continuously the latest guidance from the Government and Baptist Union (and trying to make sense of 
it!).  Also a risk assessment took place (thanks to Zoe for her help).  Recommendations had to be 
implemented, such as a lot of deep cleaning, arrangement of a new ‘socially distanced’ seating plan, 
appropriate signage, encouraging the use of face coverings, provision of hand sanitiser, recording details 
of church attendance, etc. 

With no Minister, David and Julie, among others, have gladly prepared services and have been sharing the 
Lord’s Word every Sunday.  As Deacons, we have tried to contact all members of our congregation to 
provide some help or a word of hope but, if we have missed anyone or you need to speak to someone, 
please feel free to contact any Deacon.  Jan Merrett, our pastoral care worker, has also been in touch 
with many of you over the past months and can, of course, be contacted if you wish.  (We are pleased to 
report that she is making steady progress since her fall in September).  As the church secretary, Julie has 
also kept us informed through regular emails and communications (and, for some time, she did it single-
handedly as her left hand was in a cast for weeks!). 

Additionally, we have been working on Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) application so that the 
church can receive charitable status and updating the Church Rules accordingly where David has revised 
the documentation many times to get final approval in the near future. Moreover, Ben has been 
overseeing the development of the new church website, which we hope to be ready soon. Thanks to 
those who have helped us with the development of the website. 

As expected, the lack of a Minister has brought a series of new tasks such as preparing the Church Profile 
to apply for a new Minister and taking care of the Manse now that the Carpenter family have moved to 
Worcester Park.  

The pandemic has also change the dynamics for the halls’ users; unfortunately, most of the groups  
haven’t returned to their regular activities but our tenants (Colour Box, Perform and the Dancing School) 
had new requirements from the Government to adapt to and we have also had follow these closely. 

As Deacons, we are blessed to be working for the Lord and we are happy to do so. We feel encouraged by 
your trust in us to work for the Lord in Earlsfield.  Equally, we encourage you to come forward and 
support the church activities and the work to be done in this community. 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 

In Christian love 

Lili 



 

  

NEWS 

Our Life Deacon has her name in print! 

Many of you will know the magazine called “Yours”.  Iris Beale, our Life Deacon, was recently interviewed 
by the magazine regarding her experience of home sharing with Johanna which was organised through 
Care and Share HomeShare and the article has now been published. 

 

 

 

Church opening times  

The new lockdown restrictions coming into effect on Thursday 5th November 2020.  This means that we 
can only open for private prayer until further notice.   

Please note the church will be open on Sundays from 10.30 am until 12 noon   

We do, of course, still need to maintain social distancing, sanitise our hands, wear face coverings and abide 
by various other guidelines even for private prayer. 

 

Study notes 

Two more study notes are attached.  As we aren’t able to hold services on Sundays, these notes can be 
used to give an insight to the Prophets of the Old Testament.  Thanks to David for preparing these notes. 

 

Finance 

Thanks to everyone for your continued support of our Church and of other missions and causes.  All monies 
received in October and last Sunday, 1st November, have been counted and banked. 

If you are able, please place your weekly offering envelopes and communion offerings in the box provided 
in the foyer.  As previously requested, if you are able and if it is possible for you to use online banking or 
telephone banking, please set up a standing order to make weekly or monthly transfers or one off 
payments to the Church while restrictions continue. 

   Account name:  Earlsfield Baptist Church     Sort code: 20-90-69    Account number: 30345784 

 

We are aware that the usual amount of income might have changed for some in our congregation - if 
anyone is finding it difficult to make ends meet, please remember that the Earlsfield Foodbank is 
available to all and is held at St Andrew’s Church on Thursday mornings from 9.30 am until mid-day.   

Who said the ‘C’ word?!! 
We don’t know what will be happening regarding lockdown restrictions 
in December but plans are in hand for Christmas services to be held at 
our Church if we are allowed to do so.  We won’t be able to hold our 
usual Christmas Coffee Morning but Dawn Smith is ready and willing to 
make her popular and very tasty mini Christmas cakes.  If you would 
like to order one, please phone Dawn by 8th November to place your 
order.  Her number is 020 8644 8209 or 07736 902492. 



 

  

What is the NHS Test and Trace App? 

 

 

PRAYERS 

We continue to ask you to stop for a short time at 5.00 pm on Sundays to pray for yourself, your loved 
ones and your church family.  We may live in different places but we are one body in the Holy Spirit. 
 

We have been asked to pray particularly for: 

o Lisa, the mother of four young boys, who had covid but is now awaiting results of tests on lumps 
she has found.  She has also had an operation due to an infection and is on antibiotics for three 
months.  

o ‘Bubbles’, a member of our Over 60s Club and of the Monday Craft Club.  She had a serious 
stomach operation some time ago but is still very weak.  

Please also pray for: 

• members of our congregation and others in our local community who have had operations or 
hospital tests – pray for healing. 

• those affected by ill health or who are housebound, the death of loved ones, arguments within 
their families, loneliness, loss of employment or a reduction of income.   

• families connected to our Church and our local community – this is an anxious time for all. 

• our country as the new lockdown restrictions are put in place. 

• those in the care sector and medical professions and all those who are key workers as they 
continue working to keep our lives as ‘normal’ as possible.   

• those unable to leave home for fear of travelling on public transport or mixing in crowds. 

• those working in test centres and those researching a vaccine.  

• our Government and other world leaders as they continue to try to bring our lives back to normal 
whilst trying to contain the spread of the virus. 

A reminder of contact details: 

Tunde Adesuyan 07961 068448    treasurer@earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk 
Julie Davis  01689 800062/07505 041873  secretary@earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk 
Doreen Dorman 020 8543 0271/07842 949854 doreen.dorman@earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk 
Beatrice Lee  020 8946 2834   beatrice.lee@earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk 
Lili Perez  07908 796743    lili.perez@earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk 
David Rose  020 8870 6359   david.rose@earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk 
Gill Rose  020 8870 6359   gill.rose@earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk 
Ben Williams  07905 769162    benjamin.williams@earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk 
Jan Merrett  020 8946 9705 

The NHS COVID-19 app will be used, alongside traditional contact tracing, to 
notify users if they come into contact with someone who later tests positive for 
coronavirus. The app allows people to report symptoms, order a coronavirus test 
and check in to venues by scanning a QR code and it helps the NHS trace 
individuals that may have coronavirus. It launched in England on 24th September. 
A QR Code, or Quick Response code, is a barcode style graphic that is quickly 
readable by a mobile phone. Those people who have the new NHS COVID-19 
app will be asked to open the app when they arrive at Earlsfield Baptist Church 
and scan the QR code displayed. This will register on the app where the 
individual has been.  Posters of our QR Code are in the foyer and the halls. 
 


