
Parables in the Old Testament 

Introduction 

As mentioned already, there are about 29 Old Testament parables so we will be looking at two of these 
this week. We recognise these stories are for all ages and were sometimes spoken and at other times 
enacted. We shall look at one from each type.   

First Reading:  Jeremiah 18 v 1-10  The Potter – an enacted parable 

What is the Parable in the Bible? 

In this account, Jeremiah is told to go to the Potters House in order to see and hear God’s word to him. 
He does so and observes the potter at work. Even in the potter’s hands, the intended outcome goes 
wrong, so the potter reworks the clay again. Jeremiah recognises the right of the potter to act in this 
way. 

What can we learn from this parable?  

The parable has several points that are relevant. Firstly, the potter is God. As a result of sin, change is 
sometimes necessary, punishment is deserved.  

God is in control even if, at times, it doesn’t feel like it. The closer we are to the mind of God the more 
we will realise, not only a sense of purpose and direction, but also great peace and hope. 

Lives moulded by God are better for it than attempting to do things in our own strength. Paul sums it up 
as ‘all things work together for good to those who love God’. 

Prayer:  

Father God, we know we constantly let you down in word, thought and deed. Please through your Holy 
Spirit revive and renew our love and actions for you. Amen. 

 

Second Reading:  Ezekiel 34 v 1-25 The Shepherds and the Flock 

What is this Parable in the Bible? 

This account follows on from the Watchman (in Ezekiel 33) who has the duty to sound the alarm to warn 
others of impending danger. Ezekiel 34 is about the ‘shepherds’ who have a duty of care for their flocks 
yet are more than selfish in their behaviour. In v 3-6 the flock has not been properly fed, the weak and 
sick left on their own, the strays not rounded up just ignored, and basically the flock is scattered. God is 
heard saying ‘I will rescue my sheep from their mouths…’ (v10). There is a more triumphant note 
sounded from v11 ‘thus says the Lord God, I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out…I 
will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered…..I will seek the lost… I will bind up the 
crippled, I will strengthen the weak…’ v11-16. ‘I will make with them a Covenant of peace, …. send down 
showers of blessing …. ‘you are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture’ 

At this point I suggest you re-read Ezekiel 34. Strong words, great promises. 

What can we learn from this parable? 

• Leaders, whether religious or political, have a responsibility to God and the people who may be called 
their ‘flock’. During the Covid 19 lockdowns there was very little reference to God at all. In a secular 
society how will people know of God’s love if we fail to respond in times of crisis. Closed doors and 
reticence to pray would get a mention if Ezekiel were alive today. 

• God and His work should be the focus of attention. It would be worth taking a few moments now to 
consider in what way(s) you might need to re-focus so that you are in-step with your Lord and Master, 
Jesus. 

• God will act to support all those who feel the need for Him. In our society we have decreasing emphasis 
on the spiritual Christian dimension so not only do we need to encourage fellow Christians but we need 
to be those willing to help others learn what it means to have Christ within and hope for the future. 

Prayer  

Father God, we pray for our political leaders that they may have a sense of purpose and peace that can 
only come from you. We pray for our spiritual leaders that they may not be ashamed to own you and 
share that with others. Thankyou Jesus that you have promised to build your church. Amen. 


