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Wednesday 10th March 2021 

To all members of the congregation of Earlsfield Baptist Church 

Dear Friends 

Thanks to Rachel who would like to share the following verses of encouragement from Isaiah 12 v2-3 (GNB) 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. 
The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense; 
    He has become my salvation. 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

There are some important events happening this month: 

1. Our Church will be reopening for Sunday Services with effect from Sunday 21st March.  We will still 
have to abide by a number of restrictions (no communal singing, wearing masks, socially distancing, 
sanitising hands and we won’t be able to socialise in or around the church premises) but it is a positive 
move forward.  Services will start at 11.00 am and we intend to Zoom these services so that no one will 
be left out. 

 

2. Since Gavin’s move to Worcester Park Baptist Church, the Deacons have been in touch with the National 
Settlement Committee which matches churches looking for a new pastor with people seeking a new 
pastorate and they have considered a number of potential candidates.  You might remember that 
Rev Keith Parr led our worship on Sunday 14th February – Keith has now met the Deacons (via Zoom) on 
several occasions and, as Church Members were told at the recent Special Church Members’ Meeting, 
the Deacons asked Keith to come to Earlsfield Baptist Church to ‘preach with a view’.  Keith and his 
wife Karen are coming to Earlsfield over the weekend of 19th to 21st March to meet with the Deacons 
and to have a look around the area and Keith will lead our worship when we reopen on Sunday 
21st March.  The service will also include Communion.  This is a very important step in our search for a 
new Pastor so please make every effort to come to the service if you are able.  We hope people will also 
be able to join by Zoom on that day.  More information about Keith are attached to this newsletter.  
Members will, of course, need to meet to discuss Keith after his visit. 

 

3. The more observant amongst you might have noticed something different in the headings at the top of 
this page – our application to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (“CIO”) has been accepted 
by the Charity Commission and we now have a Registered Charity Number.  It is now a requirement that 
all churches with an income of over £5,000 per year should become a CIO.  We are very grateful to 
members of our Diaconate who, along with David Rose, have worked hard over the past three years 
putting the application together.  There is still work to be done relating to Earlsfield Baptist Church being 
a CIO – for example, Deacons are required to stand down and be re-elected as Trustees and the 
Church’s assets need to be transferred to the Charity. 

 

4. Further to points 2 and 3 above, it is necessary to call a further Special Church Members’ Meeting.  
This will be held on Sunday 28th March at 12.15 pm.  Church Members are asked to make every effort 
to attend in person or via Zoom. 

http://www.earlsfieldbaptist.org.uk/


 

  

ZOOM INTO OUR SUNDAY SERVICES  

As previously mentioned, our church will reopen for Sunday services from Sunday 21st March at 
11.00  am.  However, we will continue to ‘meet’ via our Zoom services on Sundays at 11.00 am (you can 
join from 10.45 am onwards).  These services have been very well attended with over 30 friends joining 
on video links or by using landline or mobile telephones – please be encouraged to ‘come back’ to 
Church in this way if you aren’t able to attend in person. 

Log-in details are set out below – you don’t have to download the Zoom app if you would like to join 
using your landline phone – just follow the dial-in instructions and you will be able to hear the whole 
service and even join in the conversations if you unmute yourself.   

• Join Zoom Meeting from computer or device 
o https://zoom.us/j/98894345143?pwd=eUdkNWJFakl2Q044V1JBZEdrMFh1dz09 
o Meeting ID: 988 9434 5143 
o Passcode: 769098 

 

• Dial in using mobile phone 
o +442034815237,,98894345143#,,,,*769098# United Kingdom  
o +442034815240,,98894345143#,,,,*769098# United Kingdom 

 

• Dial in from landline phone – standard rates apply 
o 020 8080 6591    or    020 8080 6592  

▪ After dialling in, you will be requested for the following: 

• Meeting ID: 988 9434 5143 followed by # 

• Participant number: this can be bypassed with # 

• Passcode: 769098 followed by # 

SPECIAL CHURCH MEMBERS MEETING – BY ZOOM – SUNDAY 28TH MARCH AT 12.15 PM 

All Church Members have been sent a letter or email giving more details about Rev Keith Parr.  As 
mentioned overleaf, a Special Church Members’ Meeting needs to be held to consider Keith’s visit and 
to complete business relating to our new charity status. Please make every effort to attend in person 
or by using the same log in details as set out above.     

TEA AND TALK AT TWO ON TUESDAYS (By Zoom every Tuesday from 2.00 pm to 2.45 pm) 

Open to everyone – you just need a cuppa and your voice – cakes optional! 

• Join Zoom Meeting from computer or device 
o https://zoom.us/j/94840871865?pwd=UzYvVVlTY1IySElRRFVlNzRCYUpKZz09  
o Meeting ID:     948 4087 1865  
o Passcode:        930700  

 

• Dial in using mobile phone 
o +442034815240,,94840871865#,,,,*930700# United Kingdom 
o +442039017895,,94840871865#,,,,*930700# United Kingdom  

 

• Dial in from landline phone – standard rates apply 
o 020 8080 6591    or    020 8080 6592  

▪ After dialling in, you will be requested for the following: 

• Meeting ID: 948 4087 1865 followed by # 

• Participant number: this can be bypassed with # 

• Passcode: 930700 followed by #  

https://zoom.us/j/98894345143?pwd=eUdkNWJFakl2Q044V1JBZEdrMFh1dz09
https://zoom.us/j/94840871865?pwd=UzYvVVlTY1IySElRRFVlNzRCYUpKZz09


 

  

NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

When the snow melted in February, we found a Christmas card in the Church car park, a litte soggy but 
containing warm wishes from Shirley and Jo Saker.  Jo has been in touch again saying: Jo and Shirley 
would just like to thank you for all your best wishes and prayers over the last few months. After being 
very poorly over the run up to Christmas, Shirley is now being called the home’s “Christmas Miracle”. 
Her recovery has been amazing – almost back to her old self.  With a new room overlooking the garden 
and Spring on the way, we are hoping the outlook is sunny.  If you would like to chat to Shirley on 01308 
427365 or drop her a line at Coneygar Lodge, Coneygar Park, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3BA. 
 
Please continue to keep in touch with each other by phoning one another or writing notes to each other 
or sending emails – we can all do this, don’t leave it to ‘someone else’.   

If there are any urgent matters of concern, please contact Jan Merrett or one of the Deacons.  Deacons 
are now holding monthly Business meetings (usually on the second Wednesday of each month) and also 
monthly Prayer, Praise and Pastoral Care meetings (usually on the fourth Wednesday of each month).  
Please uphold your Deacons and Pastoral Care Workers in your prayers. 

There are members of our congregation who continue to mourn the loss of family members or close 
friends over the past year.  “First Anniversaries” of special dates are usually the hardest ones to get 
through although we know our sorrow continues indefinitely.  There are also some in our congregation 
or their family members who have been poorly with Covid-19 and are coping with the fatigue and other 
after-effects as they walk the slow road to recovery.  Others in our congregation or their family 
members are currently undergoing hospital tests and anxiously awaiting the results of tests. 

Several of our congregation are key workers and have continued to work throughout the past year and 
their children have attended school or nursery.  Others have worked from home and have also home 
schooled their children.  As some lockdown restrictions are relaxed and business and schools reopen, 
routines are changing again bringing a set of different worries.   

Please keep all these people in your prayers. 

As previously advised, the fortnightly newsletters and study notes are being uploaded onto our website 
and therefore names and personal situations are withheld to protect individual’s privacy.  However, if 
you want others to share your news, please contact Julie and she will include it in the next newsletter. 

Our Sunday Zoom services are being recorded and will the audio/sound version will be uploaded onto 
our website.  We will not upload the video version to the website for the time being. 

CONTACT DIRECTORY 2021 – ACTION REQUIRED 

Julie is compiling information for a new contact directory and asked for responses by 14th March 2021 – 

she has had two responses so far!!!   Please ensure you let Julie know if there are any changes that 

need to be made to your entry in the Contact Directory by Sunday 28th March 2021.  

STUDY NOTES 

Two sets of study notes are attached starting a new series on Parables.  Our thanks to David for 
providing these. 

MISSION FOCUS FOR MARCH: THE LEPROSY MISSION 

Our Communion Service will be held on Sunday 21st March –  
when Rev Keith Parr will be leading our worship.  Chris Stratta,  
Regional Manager for London and the South will be joining our service 
on Sunday 28th March to tell us about the work of The Leprosy Mission. 
 
If you would like to make a donation to the work of The Leprosy Mission, please bring it to church on 
either 21st March or 28th March – a collection plate will be available.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=coneygar+lodge&oq=con&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i433j46i131i433j46i199i291i433j0i433l3.5326j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=coneygar+lodge&oq=con&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i433j46i131i433j46i199i291i433j0i433l3.5326j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


 

  

PRAYERS 

The Baptist Union has sent out a renewed call to persevere in prayer across Baptist churches in the UK: 
As Covid-19 threatens to overwhelm our health service and continues to inflict pain and loss, we stand 
together with many others and renew our commitment to sustained prayer.   You may like to join 
virtually with friends to pray or you might like to spend time in solitude praying for our nation at this 
time of crisis.  

Here are some pointers to help you as you pray.  These have been written by a senior A&E nurse in a 
large teaching hospital: 

• Pray for all the NHS staff for their own safety, energy and peace in dealing with each and every 
patient. 

• Pray for those in hospital leadership, for wisdom and for good decisions to give the best 
outcomes for patients. 

• Pray for patients; for healing, for peace and ultimately to fight this disease and get home and 
pray for their relatives who feel helpless. 

• Pray for the vaccine, that it will and is working against the variants of Covid-19. 

• Pray for a reprieve and an end to Covid-19. 

• You may know people who are currently working in the NHS in your area or someone who is 
working in a healthcare setting, please let them know you are praying for them and ask them 
how you can pray specifically. 

We continue to ask you to stop for a short time at 5.00 pm on Sundays to pray for yourself, your 
loved ones and your church family.    

• Please to pray for  
o all members of our congregation 
o your deacons and pastoral care workers 
o the visit of Rev Keith Parr and his wife, Karen 
o our local community 
o our country  
o members of God’s family around the world 
o people being persecuted for their faith 
o people living in fear 


