
ANANIAS The reluctant Hero   Reading: Acts 9 v1-22, Acts 22 v12-16   

We often pray for Christians living in dangerous places and support Christian organisations such as CSW 
(Christian Solidarity Worldwide) who work for freedom of Faith without persecution. There are many 
advocates and people of faith who put God first in their lives and trust God in very dangerous 
circumstances often attempting to represent persecuted believers and in doing so risk their lives. This is 
the position that Ananias found himself in – yet he did as God instructed, not worrying about the 
consequences. 

This Ananias is not to be confused with the story of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5. Nor should he be 
confused by the Jewish Chief Priest of that name. The name Ananias means ‘favoured of the Lord’.  We 
do not know where he was born but it may well have been in Damascus in Syria where he met the 
Christian-hater Saul who came from Tarsus which is in the country we know as Turkey today. His feast day 
is 25th January and there is a major shrine to him in Yerevan, Armenia. 

What does the Bible say about Ananias? 

The involvement of Ananias has come about because Saul of Tarsus was heavily involved in persecuting 
and hounding Christian believers. (He witnessed the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7.) Saul already had a big 
reputation for his hatred and persecution of all Christians in Jerusalem and locally but, in the account 
involving Ananias, Saul arrives in Damascus with written permission to arrest any Christians he could find 
and bring them back for trial in Jerusalem.  

Whilst travelling to Damascus, God dramatically intervenes and Saul is blinded after hearing God’s voice 
saying ‘Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ He is led blind into Damascus. We can only wonder what his 
mindset might have been – confusion, anger, despair, remorse? This is the point at which Ananias appears 
on the scene. 

Ananias is only described as ‘a disciple at Damascus’ (Acts 9 v10). The Lord gives him an awful task to do. 
‘Go and speak with the man who has come to arrest and kill you. He can be found in Straight Street and 
he is praying. He knows you are on the way’. Obedience does not come easily to Ananias which is 
understandable, yet he does not run away as Jonah had done centuries before. What would we do if given 
a similar task by God? Modern day missionaries will have wrestled with God’s calling especially if it is a 
country hostile to Christianity. 

Ananias is reminded that God has a purpose for Saul as a missionary to all. So Ananias greets Saul as a 
‘brother’, lays hands on Saul, who is healed and baptised. What an incredible outcome for Ananias, all 
because he was obedient to God’s calling. Initially Saul remained with the Christians in Damascus but 
made a dramatic escape over the wall when the Jews plotted against him. 

What is the significance of Ananias for us today? 

Just consider Ananias for a moment. His appearance in Acts is minimal but the significant outcome has 
seen the world transformed. Never underestimate how God can use you! We need to be in step with God. 
Remember that if God is for us, who can be against us. 

Prayers: 

Father God, please teach me what to do and show me how I can extend your Kingdom and give you 
pleasure through my thoughts, words and actions. Holy Spirit please give me determination and 
confidence in the situations I find myself. Jesus, thank you that you were obedient to the Father’s calling 
and loved me unto death. Amen. 

Father God, we pray today for all those working for you on the mission field. We also pray for local 
believers who are trusting you and living their lives in most difficult circumstances. Amen.  
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