
RHODA – The excitement of Answered Prayer  Reading: Acts 12 v 1-24 

Introduction 

The story of Rhoda reminds me of a true story that happened in Gill’s family. Her late grandfather 
was a sailor on the old-style whaling ships. Whilst away in the Far East, his boat sank and nothing was 
heard beyond that and the family presumed he had been lost at sea. After two years had passed, 
there was a knock on their front door and there stood her grandfather. The family thought he was a 
ghost! (he was eventually welcomed back!!) {What had happened is that whilst ashore in China he 
was shanghaied onto another ship and it took two years to ‘work his passage home’.}  The story of 
Rhoda has similarly echoes of such incredulity and shock. The name Rhoda means ‘Rose’. 

What do we know about Rhoda?  

In reality, Rhoda only has the briefest of mention in Acts 12. So let’s unpick what we do know before 
we explore her significance to us today. The context of Acts 12 is that of serious persecution of 
Christians by Herod Agrippa, son of the notorious Herod the Great. The disciple James has been 
executed and Peter is arrested and taken to prison where he is very heavily guarded. It was Herod’s 
intention to have him executed at Passover time. Other Christians gathered in Mary’s house and 
prayed. (read v6-11 to see Peter’s unexpected escape from prison). 

Having escaped, Peter feels it was a miracle and decides to go to re-join the Christians in Mary’s 
house. Rhoda is briefly involved here because she was the maid - she went to see who was knocking 
on the door in the middle of the night. She hears and recognises Peter’s voice and is so excited/ 
confused that she does not let him in. Instead she interrupts the prayer meeting announcing that 
Peter is outside the front door. Those praying reckoned Rhoda has lost the plot and don’t believe her. 
Meanwhile Peter continues to bang on the door which is eventually opened. Those present are 
amazed and shocked. Peter then travels elsewhere before his escape is noticed. 

What can we learn from the story of Rhoda?  

There are many aspects of this brief mention of Rhoda that are helpful and challenging to us today. It 
raises a series of questions. 

• When was the last time you were very excited at hearing the voice of God?  How did you react? 
Rhoda was joyful yet easily distracted. Maybe the maid is not allowed to open the door in the 
middle of the night but it does not take away from the point the door was not opened even 
though she is telling the others the news. I wonder how often we know the good news of the 
gospel of Jesus but do not act upon it. 

• We know from this account when the early Christians had problems that they prayed about it. 
Whilst most of us would say praying is worthwhile and necessary this account is somewhat 
surprising. The outcome is disbelief on the part of those praying. No doubt they were praying for 
Peter so why were they so dismissive of Rhoda, surely you would have expected them to say 
‘thank you God for answering prayer’ and joining in with her excitement. This is very challenging 
for us today. What are our expectations when we pray? Do we expect an answer? 

• We do well to remind ourselves that the disciples asked to be taught to pray, is that our prayer 
today? That we might be closer to God our Father, to Jesus His Son and to the Holy Spirit who is 
always with us whatever experiences befall us. 

 
Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer given to help His disciples (taken from Matthew 6 v9-13. Living Bible) 
 

Our Father in heaven, we honour your holy name. 
We ask that your Kingdom will come soon. 
May your will be done here on earth, just as it is in heaven. 
Give us our food again today, as usual, 
and forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us. 
Don’t bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the Evil One.   Amen. 


