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Wednesday 24th February 2021 

To all members of the congregation of Earlsfield Baptist Church 

Dear Friends 

Perseverance – what a wonderful word to describe how we have all kept going over the past year!  The 
definition of perseverance is the ability to keep doing something in spite of obstacles.  People who persevere 
show steadfastness in doing something despite how hard it is or how long it takes to reach the goal. 

As you may be aware, ‘Perseverance’ is the name of NASA's rover that has recently landed on Mars, the Red 
Planet.  Nearly 52 years ago, in July 1969, Michael Collins, Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong travelled to the 
Moon and, with more than half a billion people watching on television, Armstrong climbed down the ladder 
of the lunar module, stepped onto the Moon’s surface and proclaimed: "That's one small step for a man, one 
giant leap for mankind."  And now we have a rover on Mars collecting samples of rock and dust so that we 
can find out if there was ever life on, what looks to us, a barren planet.    

So ‘Is there life on Mars?’ (to quote the title of a David Bowie hit from the 1970s) – we may be forgiven for 
thinking ‘Is there life on Earth?’ given the restrictions we have been living through over the past year.  I don’t 
know about you but I have had real problems sleeping over recent months; my mind goes around at a great 
rate of knots as soon as my head hits the pillow and, the other night, being wide awake again, I looked out 
and the night was as bright as day with moonshine lighting up the garden and so many stars twinkling in the 
sky.  I was filled with wonder but also with a sense of insignificance – with the massive universe around me, 
how is it that God cares for me? How does He even know me?  

The Prime Minister’s announcement earlier this week advising the partial relaxation of some restrictions 
over the coming weeks and months has given a new-found hope to many – a hope of meeting with loved 
ones again and the hope of getting back to ‘normal’ life (whatever that might be).  At this time of Lent as we 
remember Jesus being in the wilderness, His temptations, His teachings and the events leading up to His 
Crucifixion and His Resurrection, we come back to that realisation that God does care for each one of us – 
even in this vast universe – and that He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the Cross for me and for you; 
and we can all have hope – the hope we receive through the Resurrection.  God knows each one of my 
thoughts, each one of my worries and concerns, each one of my hopes and dreams – He knows every hair on 
my head (and doesn’t mind that I haven’t been to the hairdressers!).   

So, is there life on Mars? Is there life on the Moon? We don’t need to be unduly concerned because our God 
of Love created it all and, as we read in Psalm 91 “God says, “I will save those who love me and will protect 
those who acknowledge me as Lord.  When they call to me, I will answer them; when they are in trouble, I 
will be with them. I will rescue them and honour them.  I will reward them with long life; I will save them.” 

What matters is the life we lead here on Earth – how we love our Lord and how we show God’s love to those 
around us.   

In Christian Love,       

Julie 



 

  

ZOOM INTO OUR SUNDAY SERVICES  

Whilst we are not able to physically meet at the Church on Sundays, we will continue to ‘meet’ via our 
Zoom services on Sundays at 11.00 am (you can join from 10.45 am onwards).  These services have 
been very well attended with over 30 friends joining on video links or by using landline or mobile 
telephones – we have even had ‘’visitors’ from Oxfordshire and Coventry – EBC will be broadcasting UK-
wide before too long!!   Please be encouraged to ‘come back’ to Church in this way.   

Our friend, Mrs Esme Meads, will be leading our worship this coming Sunday, 28th February.  (We plan 
to have other Guest Speakers during March but we are awaiting confirmation from them.)   

Log-in details are set out below – you don’t have to download the Zoom app if you would like to join 
using your landline phone – just follow the dial-in instructions and you will be able to hear the whole 
service and even join in the conversations if you unmute yourself.   

• Join Zoom Meeting from computer or device 
o https://zoom.us/j/98894345143?pwd=eUdkNWJFakl2Q044V1JBZEdrMFh1dz09 
o Meeting ID: 988 9434 5143 
o Passcode: 769098 

 

• Dial in using mobile phone 
o +442034815237,,98894345143#,,,,*769098# United Kingdom  
o +442034815240,,98894345143#,,,,*769098# United Kingdom 

 

• Dial in from landline phone – standard rates apply 
o 020 8080 6591    or    020 8080 6592  

▪ After dialling in, you will be requested for the following: 

• Meeting ID: 988 9434 5143 followed by # 

• Participant number: this can be bypassed with # 

• Passcode: 769098 followed by # 

SPECIAL CHURCH MEMBERS MEETING – BY ZOOM – SUNDAY 28TH FEBRUARY AT 12.15 PM 

All Church Members have been sent a letter or email inviting them to join this Special Church Members’ 
Meeting which will follow our Service on Sunday.  Please make every effort to attend using the same log 
in details as set out above.     

TEA AND TALK AT TWO ON TUESDAYS (By Zoom every Tuesday from 2.00 pm to 2.45 pm) 

Open to everyone – you just need a cuppa and your voice – cakes optional! 

• Join Zoom Meeting from computer or device 
o https://zoom.us/j/94840871865?pwd=UzYvVVlTY1IySElRRFVlNzRCYUpKZz09  
o Meeting ID:     948 4087 1865  
o Passcode:        930700  

 

• Dial in using mobile phone 
o +442034815240,,94840871865#,,,,*930700# United Kingdom 
o +442039017895,,94840871865#,,,,*930700# United Kingdom  

 

• Dial in from landline phone – standard rates apply 
o 020 8080 6591    or    020 8080 6592  

▪ After dialling in, you will be requested for the following: 

• Meeting ID: 948 4087 1865 followed by # 

• Participant number: this can be bypassed with # 

• Passcode: 930700 followed by #  

https://zoom.us/j/98894345143?pwd=eUdkNWJFakl2Q044V1JBZEdrMFh1dz09
https://zoom.us/j/94840871865?pwd=UzYvVVlTY1IySElRRFVlNzRCYUpKZz09


 

  

NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

Whilst the vaccination programme is rolling out and we look forward to being able to physically meet 
again in the not-too-distant future (there is light at the end of the tunnel!), please continue to keep in 
touch with each other by phoning one another or writing notes to each other or sending emails – we 
can all do this, don’t leave it to ‘someone else’.   

If there are any urgent matters of concern, please contact Jan Merrett or one of the Deacons.  Deacons 
are now holding monthly Business meetings (usually on the second Wednesday of each month) and also 
monthly Prayer, Praise and Pastoral Care meetings (usually on the fourth Wednesday of each month).  
Please uphold your Deacons and Pastoral Care Workers in your prayers. 

As you may be aware, there have been three funerals recently which have been recorded.  
Unfortunately the recording of Mrs Joyce Blackman’s funeral service is not yet available but two 
services are: 

Miss Doreen Croucher:  Website: https://www.obitus.com/   
    Username: Kute4789  Password: 179935 

Mrs Barbara Mitchell: Website:       https://youtu.be/-DmAQMSBXGk 
(daughter of Mrs Olga Archer):  

There are members of our congregation who are mourning the loss of family members or close friends 
to the virus or through other illnesses.  There are also some in our congregation or their family members 
who have been poorly with Covid 19 and are coping with the fatigue and other after-effects as they walk 
the slow road to recovery.  Others in our congregation or their family members are currently undergoing 
hospital tests and anxiously awaiting the results of tests. 

Several of our congregation are key workers and have continued to work throughout the past year and 
their children have attended school or nursery.  Others have worked from home and have also home 
schooled their children.  As some lockdown restrictions are relaxed and business and schools reopen, 
routines are changing again bringing a set of different worries.   

Please keep all these people in your prayers. 

As previously advised, the fortnightly newsletters and study notes are being uploaded onto our website 
and therefore names and personal situations are withheld to protect individual’s privacy.  However, if 
you want others to share your news, please contact Julie and she will include it in the next newsletter. 

Our Sunday Zoom services are being recorded and we are hoping to upload the audio or sound version 
onto our website.  We will not upload the video version to the website for the time being. 

CONTACT DIRECTORY 2021 – ACTION REQUIRED 

Julie is compiling information for a new contact directory – the last one was issued in June 2019.  Please 

let Julie know if any of your details have changed or if you want your email address or mobile number 

added to your entry.  Responses by 14th March 2021 please. 

STUDY NOTES 

Two sets of study notes are attached concluding our series of “Heroes and Heroines of the New 
Testament”.    We look forward to starting a new series on Parables next time.  Our thanks to David for 
providing these. 

MISSION FOCUS FOR MARCH: THE LEPROSY MISSION 

Our Communion Service will be held on Sunday 21st March –  
more details next time.  

https://www.obitus.com/
https://youtu.be/-DmAQMSBXGk


 

  

HALL HIRES 

For information, Mrs Shweta Jindal took over as the new owner of the Colour Box Montessori Nursery 
School from the beginning of February.  The School hires the Rock every morning from Monday to Friday 
during term time.   We wish Shweta and her team every success in their new venture. 

The Dance School and Perform are hoping to return to their meetings as soon as they are able. 

Similarly, we have received news from 6th Earlsfield Guiding Group: 

Thank You From 6th Earlsfield Rainbows! 

We are missing our wonderful hall during lockdown but are very grateful for the ongoing support 
from the church and look forward to being back when it’s safe. 

Our Rainbow group has still been meeting together virtually. We’ve travelled around the world 
together using Google Earth! We’ve celebrated world festivals, made lanterns for Chinese New Year 
and Dreidels for Hanukkah, and had a fabulous Christmas party! 

This term we have had a theme of communication and as part of that we have made cards to send 
to other Rainbows around the UK for World Thinking Day which is celebrated by Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts all around the world on 22nd February every year.  

We have also welcomed five new Rainbows and a new leader this term - though volunteers are 
always welcome. Please get in touch if you’d be interested in volunteering and joining in on the fun! 

We are enjoying our virtual meetings but can’t wait to be back in the hall. See you all then! 

PRAYERS 

The Baptist Union has sent out a renewed call to persevere in prayer across Baptist churches in the UK: 
As Covid-19 threatens to overwhelm our health service and continues to inflict pain and loss, we stand 
together with many others and renew our commitment to sustained prayer.   You may like to join 
virtually with friends to pray or you might like to spend time in solitude praying for our nation at this 
time of crisis.  

Here are some pointers to help you as you pray.  These have been written by a senior A&E nurse in a 
large teaching hospital: 

• Pray for all the NHS staff for their own safety, energy and peace in dealing with each and every 
patient. 

• Pray for those in hospital leadership, for wisdom and for good decisions to give the best 
outcomes for patients. 

• Pray for patients; for healing, for peace and ultimately to fight this disease and get home and 
pray for their relatives who feel helpless. 

• Pray for the vaccine, that it will and is working against the variants of Covid-19. 

• Pray for a reprieve and an end to Covid-19. 

• You may know people who are currently working in the NHS in your area or someone who is 
working in a healthcare setting, please let them know you are praying for them and ask them 
how you can pray specifically. 

We continue to ask you to stop for a short time at 5.00 pm on Sundays to pray for yourself, your 
loved ones and your church family.    

• Please to pray for  
o all members of our congregation 
o our local community 
o our country  
o members of God’s family around the world 
o people being persecuted for their faith 
o people living in fear 


