
Joanna – a woman transformed by Jesus  

Readings:  Luke 8  Luke 23 v55-56 Luke 24 v10 

Joanna is mentioned in the Bible only in the Gospel of Luke. As we know, Luke was a Gentile and a physician 
so his attitude in gender terms was more open than in much Jewish culture and practice. There are only a 
few references to her by name but her story is absolutely incredible!  

Joanna was married to a man called Chuza whose job was quite important. He was the manager or steward 
of the household estate of Herod who was the tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee. So Joanna herself must have lived 
in Tiberias, the capital of Galilee. She was probably a relatively wealthy lady which she uses to support Jesus 
and His disciples during His ministry. Many scholars believe Joanna may have been a key source of much of 
the detailed information Luke included in his writings about the life of Jesus. 

What do we know about Joanna? 

Firstly, Joanna was one of several women in the Bible healed of “evil spirits and diseases” by Jesus, which is 
recorded in Luke 8 v2. At that stage Jesus was travelling, preaching and healing with His twelve disciples and 
accompanied by Mary Magdalene, Susanna, Joanna and many others. These were the people who made 
provision for Jesus at this time. In this context, Joanna helped provide food and supplies from her own wealth 
(Luke 8 v3). 

We are not told the nature of Joanna’s healing whether it was a mental or physical disability. What is clear, 
however, is that Joanna remained a faithful follower of Jesus until His death and resurrection in Jerusalem. 
She realised the enormity of her healing by Jesus and expresses her thanks with her faithful support.  

Joanna was one of the women who had prepared spices and burial ointments to anoint Jesus’ body after the 
crucifixion, recorded in Luke 23 v55-56. She was also one of those women who ran back to the other apostles 
to report the empty tomb (Luke 24 v10). Interestingly Luke tells us that their words to the apostles ‘seemed 
to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them’. One writer makes a lovely suggestion that if an Apostle 
is someone who is ‘sent to tell’ then Joanna is possibly the first apostle ever. I like that, it is not as fanciful as 
you might think! 

Jewish tradition with its strict social divisions is challenged and broken down by Jesus when He welcomes 
women, including Joanna, into His inner circle of followers. To become a follower of Jesus, it is likely that 
Joanna stepped down from her aristocratic standing and possibly left the past behind her. We do not have 
that information, but Jesus did speak about ‘giving up things’ to serve Him. Certainly, in the time of Jesus, 
Joanna’s conduct would be seen as scandalous, especially as a married woman. Given that her husband 
worked for Herod, there is an irony here as the ‘Herods’ tended to hate Jesus! The life of Joanna shows how 
the impact of the Christian gospel to break down class barriers and social prejudices. This is a challenging 
thought for us in today’s world. 

The faithfulness of Joanna 

She stayed with Jesus to the end. She is named as one of three women who, on ‘Easter Sunday’, go the tomb 
of Jesus to prepare His body for burial. They had not done so on the Saturday because the Sabbath was a 
holy day when normal work was suspended.  

Imagine their horror when they could not find His body! Their horror must have been further compounded 
when confronted by angelic beings that spoke to them! They rushed back and told the male disciples their 
experience and they were not believed. As they persisted and insisted their story was true, Peter visits the 
tomb and finds out to his amazement that the resurrection story is true. 

  



Summary 

Many years ago, there was a TV programme called ‘This is Your Life’ compered by Eamonn Andrews. If this 
story of Joanna had appeared on this programme or any documentary, I think it would have made you stop 
and think. Joanna ‘This is your life’. Joanna’s book is not the Red Book but the one God holds for each one of 
us. When we love Jesus, our names are written in ‘The Lamb’s book of Life’ Revelation 21 v27.  

What will be revealed about us when our book is opened? There are many things for which we may be 
ashamed but from many aspects our memories are better than God’s! He has promised us (Isaiah 1 v18-20) 
that when we believe and follow Jesus that although ‘your sins are red like crimson, they shall be as white as 
snow…’ Elsewhere, in Psalm 103 v12, we are told ‘as far as the East is from the West, so far does He move 
our transgressions from us…’  

Joanna is a wonderful example of someone who met Jesus and became a faithful follower. May that be our 
experience as well. 

Prayer:  Father God,  

We thank you for the faithfulness of women and men in the past that show their love for you 
as an example for us. Most especially we thank you for Jesus and His love for us. Help us to 
realise the cost and thank Him by working as a faithful disciple with the help of your Holy 
Spirit.  

Amen. 


