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Wednesday 30th December 2020 

To all members of the congregation of Earlsfield Baptist Church 

Dear Friends 

Usually, at this time of the year, we do two things – we look back over the past year and start making plans 
for the coming year.  In recent years, we have held a ‘Soup, Sausage Rolls and Stories’ event after a Sunday 
service in January when we have met together for a light lunch and to share special times that have 
happened to us or tell others about blessings we have received.  So, what about this year? 

Being a keen photographer, my husband, John, has prepared photobooks over the past few years which 
are like a picture diary of special events, outings and holidays.  We thought the 2020 book was be very 
sparse indeed but, looking back, we realised that we had managed to spend quality time together and with 
friends and family and we valued the beauty of our garden and the countryside nearby – things we had 
taken for granted for so long.  As he was working from home, John had early morning bike rides when he 
saw the sun rise and the mist clearing over the fields – he even had a badger trotting along beside him one 
morning!  I too went out on my bike on glorious mornings, seeing red kites and buzzards circling high in the 
sky and listening to birdsongs as the roads were so quiet.  Together we also enjoyed our evening walks 
when we took in our permitted hour of exercise. 

I realise that we have been blessed with good health and that many others have not been able to do these 
things but I am sure that if you look back over the past year, you too will remember ways in which you 
have been blessed – receiving a photo of a new grandchild, learning how to use Zoom or Whatsapp, talking 
to friends and family on the phone and having so much to talk about even though you have been stuck at 
home!  Remembering too the kindness of people offering help to you.  We can’t forget that there have also 
been times of frustration and loneliness – times we have felt ‘out of control’ of the situations around us.  

We thank God that our church family has come through safely this year – many things have changed and 
we haven’t seen each other as much as we would have liked but I think our relationships with one another 
have been made stronger as we have communicated with each other by letter, phone or email.  Our 
relationship with God is also stronger as we have been able to spend time in prayer and Bible study, 
praising Him for all the things we used to take for granted but now we treasure. 

We are still in Tier 4 as the virus continues to spread.  Members of our own family have been tested 
positive but the symptoms have been tiredness and like having a heavy cold – I am sure you know of 
people who have been affected in a similar way.  We thank God they have not needed to be hospitalised.   

We thank God too for the new vaccines and we know that many of our members have already received 
their jabs against the virus and the vaccination programme is gathering pace – this gives us hope that we 
will be able to meet with others without the fear of becoming ill.  We still have some way to go to get back 
to ‘normal’ or the ‘new normal’ but we have come this far and a couple more months will soon pass by 
especially as we are moving towards Spring and all the fresh new life that the season brings. 

 



 

  

Over the past month or so, we have sent and received Christmas cards – it has been good to keep in touch 
and be reminded of special relationships with family and friends.  We do not have to be reminded that we 
have a special relationship with God all the time – not just at Christmas or on Sundays when we come to 
church.  His Love surrounds us and is shown through the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, and through the Holy 
Spirit working in our own lives and the lives of those around us.   

Isaiah 41 v10 

Do not be afraid—I am with you! 
    I am your God—let nothing terrify you! 

I will make you strong and help you; 
    I will protect you and save you. 

John 14 v26-27 

The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and 
make you remember all that I have told you. 

Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that I give you. I do not give it as the world does. 
Do not be worried and upset; do not be afraid. 

So, as we move towards 2021, I would like to finish with the lines of a song I learned as a teenager: 

I know who holds the future 
And He’ll guide me with His hand 

With God things don’t just happen 
Everything by Him is planned 

So, as I face tomorrow, 
With its problems large and small, 

I’ll trust the God of Miracles 
Give to Him, my all. 

May God continue to bless us all in 2021.  

In Christian Love, 

Julie 

NEWS 

Church Opening 

A reminder that there is a joint service at St Andrew’s Church on Sunday 3rd January at 10.30 am, led by 
Rev Jonathan Brown. 

We remain in Tier 4 – the guidelines instruct us to ‘Stay at Home’.  As your Deacons, we have a duty of care 
for all members of our congregation – many of whom are vulnerable and who are encouraged to ‘shield’.  
The virus continues to spread and, whilst we realise that coming to church is an important part of our lives, 
we feel it would be wrong to encourage you to leave the safety of your homes to travel to church and then 
to sit in close proximity with others.  It is difficult not to chat and socialise whilst you are at church. 

We have therefore decided not to open for the remainder of January.  We will continue to keep in touch 
with you by phone and letter and would encourage you to watch services on the television. 

For those with access to the internet, we will be starting Sunday services by Zoom at 11.00 am from 
Sunday 10th January.  A meeting invitation will be sent out nearer the time so that it doesn’t get lost 
amongst your other emails.  Everyone is welcome to join these services – it would be helpful if you 
download the free Zoom app onto your laptop or device so that you can access the service easily. 

  



 

  

News of the Fellowship 

It is with sadness that we record the homecall of our member, Doreen Croucher.  Doreen had been a 
member of Earlsfield Baptist Church since November 1967.  She took part in Bible studies and house 
groups and regularly attended services until quite recently.  Doreen also lovingly maintained our church 
garden for many years.  Doreen has lived alone since her father, Albert, died many years ago but kept in 
touch with a number of cousins who will miss her. 

At the time of writing, Joyce Blackman and Kathleen Anderson are still in hospital.  Please keep them and 
their families in your prayers. 

A donation from the Benevolent Fund was made to the fundraising page for Bubbles Rickman who is now 
staying with her family as she recovers from the effects of a house fire.  Her granddaughter Natalie 
recorded a thank you message from Bubbles in which she particularly remembered her friends at the 
Monday Craft and Scrabble Club and the Over 60s Club EBC and says she is looking forward to seeing 
everyone again. 

Jo Saker has been in touch with good news about her mum, Shirley.  The care home staff are calling her 
their ‘Christmas Miracle’ as she has rallied round and they hope she will be off ‘the danger list’ as we start 
the new year.  Thank God for His healing power!   

Please continue to keep all in your prayers. 

News of ‘old’ friends: 

• We received Christmas cards from Phyllis Thompson and Betty Morley who both send their love 
and best wishes to everyone at EBC.  
  

• Diane Poole  

If you have been in our church for a number of years, the name of Diane Poole may ‘ring a bell’ ! 

Diane (now 79) grew up in our church and, in 1966, went to Bible College, then trained with the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators.  For many years, Diane lived in Oaxaca, Mexico, alongside her co-
worker, Judi Lynn, where they studied the local language and carried out their task of translating 
the Bible into the Chinantec language.  This would be the first time the people had parts of the 
Bible in their own tongue. 

On retirement from this work, Diane met and married David Montague, and has since lived in 
St Johnsbury, Vermont, USA, where they serve and worship with the local Episcopal community, 
and, at present, they are ‘zooming’ because of the virus restrictions.  But Diane continues to work 
with Judi Lynn as they are completing a bilingual dictionary for the Chinantec people, and she 
continues to keep in touch with EBC through Christmas greetings with Audrey and Moreen. 

• Rev Grace Preston 

Through Phyllis, Grace recently asked to be sent copies of our fortnightly newsletter.  She has 
since been in touch and gave me a small insight to her life.   

Her parents worshipped at Earlsfield Baptist Church for many years and Grace has many happy 
memories of growing up in Earlsfield and of being particularly good friends with Esme Meads 
(nee Sanders), Barbara Hammond (Molly’s sister) and Diane Poole.   

In her working life, Grace managed a day nursery for many years but felt called to the ministry 
in the early 1980s, particularly wanting to serve churches which couldn’t afford to employ their 
own minister.  Grace is currently a Deacon at Bridlington Baptist Church in Yorkshire. 

We thank God for the many people of earlier days in our church who felt God calling them to serve Him in 
various ways. 

 



 

  

Study notes 

As previously mentioned, David has offered to produce another series of study notes for us – “Heroes 
and Heroines of the New Testament”.  The first two – Dorcas and Caleb – are attached herewith.  
Thank you, David. 

A Thank You from Christian Solidarity Worldwide 

(received just after last newsletter was printed) 

Dear Earlsfield Baptist Church 

I hope this finds you well in this advent season. We just wanted to say a HUGE thank you for your donation 
of £169.90.  It really does make such a difference to those facing persecution across the world and how we 
can help to make sure more people aren’t suffering because of their faith.  You have a helped us shine the 
light of God’s justice over people this Christmas.  

We hope you have a wonderful Christmas and a safe start to the new year!  

Warmest blessings, 

Ruth Chamley 

Church and Events Coordinator 

Finance 

As usual, we are thankful to all who continue to make financial gifts towards the work of our Church and 
towards the other missions and causes we support.  We are in a good place financially at the end of a very 
difficult year.  Our annual gift to Home Mission was mentioned in the last newsletter – we have now made 
the payment to Home Mission. 

Details of 2021 communion offerings will be given in the next newsletter. 

If you are able, please place your weekly offering envelopes and communion offerings in the box provided 
in the foyer.  As previously requested, if you are able and if it is possible for you to use online banking or 
telephone banking, please set up a standing order to make weekly or monthly transfers or one off 
payments to the Church while restrictions continue. 

   Account name:  Earlsfield Baptist Church     Sort code: 20-90-69    Account number: 30345784 

The Manse 

Tenants will be moving into the Manse on 12th January (12 month contract with a 6 month break clause). 

Interregnum 

Further to the last newsletter, the Deacons have informally chatted with the three candidates by Zoom.  
Updates will be given shortly. 
 
PRAYERS 

We continue to ask you to stop for a short time at 5.00 pm on Sundays to pray for yourself, your loved 
ones and your church family.  We may live in different places but we are one body in the Holy Spirit.  
Similarly, please keep in touch with each other by phone, letter or email. 

As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, we are hoping to start Sunday services by Zoom on Sunday 
10th January at 11.00 am.  Invitations will be issued shortly to those with access to the internet.  All as 
welcome to come along. 
 

  



 

  

Please continue to pray for: 

• members of our church congregation and particularly the Deacons and Pastoral Care Worker. 

• our moderator, Jim, and our Regional Team Minister, Phil, as they give their support to us. 

• members of our congregation and others in our local community who have had accidents, 
operations or hospital tests – pray for healing. 

• those affected by ill health or who are housebound, the death of loved ones, arguments within 
their families, loneliness, loss of employment or a reduction of income.   

• all children connected to our Church as they start a new school term – either at home or at 
school!   

• our country as stricter lockdown restrictions come into force. 

• those in the care sector and medical professions and all those who are key workers as they 
continue working to keep our lives as ‘normal’ as possible.   

• those unable to leave home for fear of travelling on public transport or mixing in crowds. 

• those giving the new vaccine to the more vulnerable groups and for the expansion of the 
vaccination programme throughout the UK and in other parts of the world. 

• those working in test centres and those researching a vaccine.  Thank God for the progress they 
are making. 

• our Government and other world leaders as they continue to try to bring our lives back to normal 
whilst trying to contain the spread of the virus. 

• our BMS Link Missionary, Christine Kling, as she continues her work in Paris 

• all who are in difficult situations around the world – war zones, those caught up in modern day 
slavery, refugees with nowhere to call ‘home’. 

• those being persecuted for their faith and striving for religious freedom. 

 


